Survey Summary of Senior Citizen Condition 

in Taiwan-Fuchien Area  

Period of Survey: July 21 to August 31, 2002 


For Collecting living condition, social support, health condition, economic status and other necessary information, which the program of senior welfare should based on, and providing the related agencies of government to set up senior welfare policies and other welfare benefits, Ministry of the Interior commissioned National Central University, from July to August of 2002, to conduct “Survey of senior citizens condition in Taiwan-Fuchien Area”, by sampling 5,441 interviewees randomly. The survey focuses on general residents and residents of non-family household who were R.O.C. citizens living in Taiwan-Fuchien Area and 50 years old and over. For general residents, the interview was taken by Computer Assisted Telephone Interviewing system (CATI), and for non-family households, an agent will interview them directly. The confidence coefficient for this survey was more than 99% and the sampling error was less than 2%. The survey results were summarized below:
I. Health condition and medical care of citizens with age of 50 and over.
1.      Health condition

The percentage of elders (citizens with age of 65 and over) whose health conditions were good is 32.95%, 22.98% of them were moderate, and 22.10% of them were poor; the percentage of citizens with age of 50-64 whose health conditions were good is 42.78%, 24.77% of them were excellent, and 18.10% of them were moderate.

2.      Disease distribution

The percentages of three major diseases suffered by citizens with age of 65 and over were disease of circulatory system (or cardiovascular disease) 33.26%, muscles skeletal disorders 19.77%, and metabolic, endocrine and nutritional disorders 14.28%.

The percentages of three major diseases suffered by citizens between age 50 and 64 were disease of circulatory system (or cardiovascular disease) 16.05%, muscles skeletal disorders 9.48%, and metabolic, endocrine and nutritional disorders 8.63%.  

3.      Medical treatment when diseased
73.06% of citizens with age of 65 and over visited the doctor regularly when diseased; 16.24% of them visited the doctor nonregularly; 3.81% of them didn’t almost take any treatments. On the other hand, 63.95% of citizens aged between 50 and 64 visited the doctor regularly when diseased; 20.50% of them visited the doctor nonregularly; 5.04% of them didn’t almost take any treatments.   

4.      Visiting doctors at the latest month

63.40% of citizens with age of 65 and over ever visited the doctor at the latest month and 36.60% did not; 51.03% of citizens aged between 50 and 64 never visit the doctor at the latest month and 48.97% did. Average times of medical care were 2.23 and 2.36 for these two age groups, respectively.

5.      Hospitalized condition in the latest year

79.57% of citizens with age of 65 and over never hospitalized in the latest year, and 20.43% of them did. 89.61% of citizens aged between 50 and 64 never hospitalized in the latest year, and 10.39% of them did. Average times of hospitalization were 1.40 and 1.63 and average days of hospitalization were 11.27 and 16.87 for these two age groups, respectively.
II. Economic condition of citizens with age of 50 and over
1.       Main degree of income source 

The main degree of income source of citizens with age of 65 and over from offspring (including daughter-in-law or son-in-law) is 51.72%, 22.58% from government succor or allowance, and 17.35% from retirement funds, pension or insurance. The main degree of income source of citizens aged between 50 and 64 is 47.61% from their work, 29.28% from offspring (including daughter-in-law or son-in-law), and 19.84% supported by her or his mate.

2.       Economic condition

64.24% of citizens with age of 65 and over had good economic condition and their expenses could be covered; 21.53% of them are not good and need to subsidize, 9.23% of them were well off and surplus. 61.42% of citizens between aged 50 and 64 had good economic condition and their expenses could be covered; 20.25% of them are not good and need to subsidize; 13.97% of them were well off and surplus.

3.       Average monthly living expenses

32.47% of citizens with age of 65 and over had average monthly living expenses between NT$6000 and NT$12000, 28.38% were under NT$6000; 29.13% of citizens aged between 50 and 64 had average living expenses between NT$6000 and NT$12000, 19.84% were under NT$6000. Average monthly living expenses of citizens aged between 50 and 64 were NT$14520, which was NT$3724 higher than citizen aged 65 and over whose average monthly living expenses were NT$10796.

III. The need of welfares for citizens with age of 65 and over
1.    Urgent welfare programs for citizens

The first priority of urgent welfare programs for citizens aged 65 and over is free of charge for health inspections, taking up 62.39%; the living allowance for low and middle income senior citizens will be the second priority, taking up 57.07%; the support of the serious disease in hospital for low and middle income senior citizens will be the third priority, taking up 35.33%.

2.        Less urgent welfare programs for citizens

Less urgent and none urgent welfare programs for citizens with age of 65 and over is the program of service of elders meal, taking up 79.66%; the protection of elders---avoid maltreating and abandonment, taking up 79.35%, and evergreen academies, taking up 79.13%.

IV. Understanding and usage of senior citizen welfare

53.21% of elders (citizens with age of 65 and over) had used the senior citizen welfare program of free of charge for free health inspections; 22.85% of them had used the program of living allowance for low and middle income senior citizens; 8.25% had used the program of care for living alone elders. 34.05% of elders satisfied the senior welfare program of free of charge for health inspections. 14.81% of elders satisfied the program of living allowance for low and middle income senior citizens; 5.67% of elders satisfied the program of care for living alone elders. 50.97% of elders knew the of program evergreen academies of senior citizens welfares but not to be utilized (42.53% of elders were not willing to utilize it); 48.64% of elders knew the program of living allowance for low and middle income senior citizens but not to be utilized (29.39% of elders were not qualified to utilize it); 47.25% of elders knew the program of living old folk’s home but not to be utilized (41.21% of elders were not willing to utilize it).
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